
 
PTA Membership Meeting 

Date: September 29, 2016 | Time: 7 p.m. – 8 p.m. | Location: Woodburn Library 

Minutes 
 
Meeting called to order by President Leah DeWolf at 7:05 p.m. 

Approval of Minutes 

The minutes from the June 2, 2016, PTA Membership Meeting were approved as presented.  

Principal’s Report 

Bridget Chapin, Woodburn’s Principal, reported a good and smooth start to school, with student slightly 
higher from the end of 2016. A school-wide assembly will celebrate Book the Summer Friday, Sept. 30.  

Mrs. Chapin has been more active on Facebook and Twitter, posting photos those that reflect the school. 
FCPS will re-tweet posts by region schools. She suggested parents sign up for News You Choose from the FCPS 
website. Woodburn will move to this platform to distribute the weekly e-newsletter. 

On Thursday, September 29, 2016, the school was visited by educators attending a U.S. Department of 
Education conference for innovation in the arts who visited four classrooms to experience four different arts-
integration strategies at Woodburn. Following a panel Q&A session, Mrs. Chapin reported that the visiting 
educators were impressed and that it was exciting to share what Woodburn was doing. 

The school’s universal breakfast program began September 19 and received positive feedback from teachers.  

Teacher workday/student holiday on Oct. 7. No school Oct. 10. Picture day on Wednesday, Oct. 12. 

Mrs. Chapin discussed Woodburn’s connection to the Fairfax Symphony Orchestra, which Woodburn 
students and their families can attend certain concerts for free. Mrs. Chapin understands that the 8 p.m. start 
time for the symphony may not allow all students to stay the entire time, and that it would be OK if families 
left at intermission. 

Fairfax County Superintendent Garza departing the role in December 2016.  

Woodburn will submit a proposal to bring to Woodburn local Level 4 Advanced Academic Program. This 
decision was due to parent and teacher interest to keep students in the community, not send them to 
another school. If the proposal is successful, the program will begin the 2017-2018 school year.  Part of the 
approval process will involve a survey to gauge parent interest and what parents would do if their child was 
eligible for Level 4. A future informational meeting will be scheduled. 

Treasurer’s Report 

John Alexander discussed proposed budget for this school year by comparing each line item to last year’s 
actuals, and explained a more conservative budget. Current year budget is already $5,000 less than last year 
due to a grant that was awarded in early 2016. PTA administrative costs will rise from previous year, as PTA 
will invest in A to Z to help maintain membership. PTA is offering $100 per teacher to enhance their 
classrooms. To aid with this, Mrs. Chapin will ask teachers about their Wish Lists. 

The proposed budget was approved by vote. 



 
President’s Report  

Leah DeWolf called recapped the Volunteer Coffee on Sept. 15, and that PTA was thrilled to have found 
dedicated volunteers to take on DC United, Restaurant Night, and Membership.  

Committee Reports 

Fundraising: Leah explained the PTA still needs volunteers for fundraising programs. The Capital 
Campaign may be cancelled or instead aimed towards something, like a specific project for teachers, 
more akin to a direct donation push. Parents were encouraged to bring a few ideas to the next meeting 
for everyone to vote.  

Membership: Christiane de Jong discussed member benefits, including distributing membership cards, 
access to the member directory and receiving discounts to PTA events. 

Enrichment: Laura Wright suggested the possibility of scaling back classes in Winter as the potential low 
enrollment for Fall may be due to the number of classes offered and rates. Some Fall classes may be 
cancelled without minimum enrollment. Laura explained the price breakdown for vendor-led classes. She 
will also send reach out to parents to find out what classes they might like to see offered.  

Restaurant Night: Erin Osit scheduled October 27 for Restaurant Night at Silver Diner. Families also 
encouraged to register for the restaurant’s Eat Well Do Well loyalty program, to benefit Woodburn.   

Movie Night: This committee still needs a volunteer for the event, scheduled for Dec. 2.  

iGive and Shopper Rewards: Volunteers are needed to help promote Shopper Rewards, relatively easy 
ways to make money for the school. For example, we should push people to click Amazon Smile while 
online holiday shopping. 

Grants: PTA also would like a dedicated person to actively seek out grants. 

Vice President: Position remains open on the Executive Board. 

Announcements 

Upcoming events include Muffins with Mom, DC United game on Oct. 16, and a call for contributions and 
volunteers for the Election Day Bake Sale. 

PTA is using Facebook as the primary way to communicate and update parents in a timely manner. 
Information also will be shared on the PTA’s website. 

Meeting Adjourned at 8:05 p.m. 

 
Minutes: 
Approved as presented: _____  Date: _____________________ 
Approved as corrected:  _____  Date: _____________________ 

 
_________________________________________________ 
Secretary (Signature) 


